
ORDINANCE NO. 4 708 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BEAVERTON 
DEVELOPMENTCODEFORCOMPRENHESWE 

CHANGES TO SIGN REGULATION 

WHEREAS, the City proposed a comprehensive update of existing sign 
regulations that apply to various types of signs throughout the city; and, 

WHEREAS, existing sign regulation in the Beaverton Development Code has not 
been updated for several years and does not account for the full array of sign types and 
technology available today; and, 

WHEREAS, proposed revisions to the Beaverton Development Code are 
intended to implement the Beaverton Comprehensive Plan which contains a policy that 
calls for regulations that limit the size, location and number of signs throughout the city; 
and, 

WHEREAS, proposed rev1s1ons are intended to provide clear standards for 
regulating signs based on size, location and number; and, 

WHEREAS, proposed revisions are intended to comply with State and Federal 
constitutional protections to freedom of speech; and, 

WHEREAS, proposed revisions are intended to provide for safe construction, 
appropriate location, erection, and maintenance of signs; and, 

WHEREAS, proposed revisions are intended to prevent proliferation of signs and 
sign clutter and minimize adverse visual safety factors to travelers on public rights-of
way; and, 

WHEREAS, proposed revisions are intended to provide a neat, clean, orderly, 
and attractive appearance to the community; and, 

WHEREAS, proposed revisions were subject to initial public hearings before the 
Beaverton Planning Commission on January 18, 2017, February 8, 2017, and February 
22,2017;and, 

WHEREAS, the Beaverton City Council voted in support of the Planning 
Commission's recommended text amendment at the conclusion of the Council's public 
hearing on April 18, 2017, and supported addition of minor amendments for 
consideration at the first reading of the adopting ordinance; and 
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WHEREAS, the Council adopts as to criteria applicable to this request and 
findings thereon the Planning Division Staff Report dated January 12, 2017, and the 
Planning Commission Land Use Order No. 2530; now, therefore, 

THE CITY OF BEAVERTON ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Ordinance No. 2050, the Beaverton Development Code, effective through 
Ordinance No. 4702, is amended to read as set out in Exhibit "A" of this Ordinance, 
attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference. 

Section 2. All Beaverton City Code provisions adopted prior to this Ordinance which 
are not expressly amended or replaced herein shall remain in full force and effect. 

Section 3. Severance Clause. The invalidity or lack of enforceability of any terms or 
provisions of this Ordinance or any appendix or part thereof shall not impair or 
otherwise affect in any manner the validity, enforceability or effect of the remaining 
terms of this Ordinance and appendices and said remaining terms and provisions shall 
be construed and enforced in such a manner as to effect the evident intent and 
purposes taken as a whole insofar as reasonably possible under all of the relevant 
circumstances and facts. 

First reading this 2nd day of_M_a_.y"--------' 2017. 

Passed by the Council this 9th day of __ M_a-=-y ______ , 2017. 

Approved by the Mayor this 9 thc:Jay of __ M_ay.____ _____ , 2017. 

ATTEST: APPROVED: 

DENNDOLE, yor 
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60.40.35. 

width of the sidewalk or to within ti.vo (2) feet of the curb, whichever is 
less, and contain no more than thirty ti.vo (32) square feet per face. 
Projecting signs and aAwnings signs shall have an underneath clearance 
of eight (8) feet. 

3. Projecting Sign (Perpendicular to Building Wall). Buildings within the 
Commercial, Industrial, and Multiple Use zoning districts may have one 
projecting sign in-lieu of a freestanding sign. Projecting signs may project 
over private property, a public right-of-way, or both and shall be subject to 
the following: 

A. Projecting signs may project no more than eight (8) feet or two
thirds (2/3) of the width of the sidewalk or to within two (2) feet of 
the curb, whichever is less. 

B. Projecting signs shall have a minimum clearance of eight (8) feet 
above the ground or sidewalk. 

C. The maximum size of a projecting sign is 32 square feet per sign 
face. The total amount of projecting sign area shall not exceed 64 
square feet. 

D. Projecting signs shall not utilize guy wires for structural support. 
Bracket or arm supports shall be utilized so that the sign is 
positioned at least two inches away from the nearest wall. 

4. Blade Sign - Projecting. Buildings within the Commercial, Industrial, and 
Multiple Use zoning districts may attach blade signs perpendicular to 
building walls or to awnings. Blade signs are inclusive of the total wall 
sign area calculation and may project over private property, a public right
of-way, or both and shall be subject to the following: 

A. Blade signs may project from the building elevation no more than 
five (5) feet or to within two (2) feet of a street curb, whichever is 
less. 

B. Blade signs shall have a minimum clearance of eight (8) feet and a 
maximum clearance of twenty-five (25) feet above the ground or 
sidewalk. 

C. The maximum size of a blade sign is nine (9) sguare feet. 

D. Multiple blade signs per building are allowed and shall be limited to 
one (1) blade sign per tenant owned or leased space within the 
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60.40.35. 

building and shall be separated by a minimum distance of ten (10) 
feet. 

E. Blade signs shall not be internally illuminated. 

F. Blade signs shall not utilize guy wires or cable lines for structural 
support. Bracket or arm supports shall be utilized so that the sign is 
positioned at least two inches away from the nearest wall. 

J5. Freestanding Sign. Except as provided in Section 60.40.35(5)(1) , one 
Freestanding sign as defined in Chapter 90 shall be allowed per legal lot 
of record . per business establishment or tax lot, •.vhichever is less. Tax 
lots created by fee simple land division and cContiguous ~legal lots of 
record under tAe one ownership shall be considered one-tax lot for the 
purposes of calculating the number of freestanding signs allowed. (ORD 
3494) [ORD 4058, August 1999] 

Commercial and Industrial Zoning Districts 

NS cs cc GC IND 01-NC 01 
A. Number* 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

B. Size (Maximum 
sq . ft. for all 64 64 64 64 64 64 64 
faces combined) 

C. Size (Maximum 
32 32 32 32 32 32 32 

for any one face) 

D. Height Maximum 
8' 15' 8' 15' 8' 8' 8' 

* Additional freestanding signs are possible based on lineal street 
frontage length. 
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60.40.35.5 

Multiple Use Zoning Districts [ORD 4058, August 1999] [ORD 4107; May 
2000] [ORD 4265; September 2003] 

E. Number* 

F. Size (Maximum 
sq. ft. for all 
faces combined) 

G. Size (Maximum 
for any one face) 

H. Height Maximum 

RC-TO, RC-OT, RC-E, 01-WS, 
C-WS TC-MU, TC-HDR,SC-MU, 

SC-HOR, SC-E, SC-S, SC-E1 ,2,3 

1 

64 

32 

15' 

I. Exception for buildings of three (3) stories or greater. VVhen a 
building is three (3) stories or greater, a one (1) or two (2) face 
freestanding sign no greater than one hundred (100) sq. ft. total 
size and fifty (50) sq. ft. per face, may be erected if no 'Nall sign is 
HSe4 

* Additional freestanding signs possible based on lineal street frontage 
length . 
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60.40.35.5. 

JI. Exceptions for Number of Allowed Freestanding Signs based on 
Street Frontage Length . 

1. When the lineal frontage exceeds 300 feet, an additional 
freestanding sign shall be permitted for each 300 feet of 
lineal property frontage . In am~l~ing this standard,-€0ach 
freestanding sign must be at leastJ200 feet from any other 
freestanding sign on the same site along the lineal property 
frontage. 

a. Where lineal property frontage distance would allow 
four (4) or more signs (1200 lineal feet of property 
frontage) , two (2) of the freestanding signs may be 
replaced with one (1) double face sign sixty-four (64) 
square feet per face and not more than twenty (20) 
feet in height. (ORD 3494) 

b. In the instance where multiple freestanding signs are 
allowed, projecting signs may be substituted for 
freestanding signs. If a freestanding sign and 
projecting sign are located on the same site, the 
separation standard of 300 feet only applies to 
freestanding signs. 

2. In the case of a through lot which has a distance of 200 feet 
or greater at its shortest measurement point between the 
streets, and the frontages are on streets which have a 
collector or higher status, a freestanding sign may be placed 
on each street frontage, so long as all freestanding signs on 
the lot are a minimum of 200 feet apart. (ORD 3494) 

3. Signs associated with drive-through window operation are 
,not subject to location and spacing standards applied to 
freestanding signs. 

K. Master Sign Program. For developments containing one or more 
businesses, a master sign program may be proposed by the 
property owner. Master sign programs shall contain the proposed 
colors, lettering styles, sizes and the location of wall and 
freestanding signs for tenants in the development. The general 
allmvance of twenty percent (20%) of exterior wall area for wall 
signs \Nill be used with the allowable square footage divided among 
lessees. It shall be the responsibility of the development to 
administer and control any aspect of a master sign program that is 
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60.40.35.5. 

more restrictive than the City's sign regulations. Individual business 
signs which are part of a master sign program are subject to the 
permit application process. [ORD 3494; March 1986] [ORD 4139; 
February 2001] [ORD 4332; January 2005] [ORD 4584; June 2012] 

LJ. Combined Freestanding Signs for Separate Properties. Two or 
more owners of adjacent separate premises properties zoned fer: 
commercial use or multiple use 1.vith freestanding signs may 
combine their respective street or highway frontages and erect one 
(1) freestanding sign with combined square footage per face, but 
not to exceed the height limitation for the zone, or twenty (20) feet 
and not to exceed 64 sguare feet for a double-faced sign if the 
combined frontage exceeds 1200 feet. In applying this option, Nno 
other freestanding signs shall be permitted on the premises ef-#le 
mvners making such an election and agreement between property 
owners for this purpose shall be recorded for posterity. 

M. Exception for Temporary Signs at Election Times. During a period 
not to exceed sixty (60) days prior to any special, primary, or 
general election, the limitations of this section as to number of 
freestanding signs shall not apply; provided however, that, 

1. No signs shall be erected on public property or in the public 
right of 'Nay, and 

2. /\II such signs erected pursuant to this subsection shall be 
removed no later than ten (10) days following the election . 
[ORD 34 94; March 1986] 

6. Downtown Regional Center Design and Material Standards In addition 
to the standards for sign number, size, height and placement identified in 
this section, signs located in Regional Center- Old Town (RC-OT) and 
Regional Center- Transit Oriented (RC-TO) zones are subject to the 
following design and materials standards: 

A. Freestanding Signs Utilizing a Pole. All freestanding signs that are 
supported by pole(s) shall employ use of durable materials, including 
but not limited to, rock, brick, stone, tiles or combination thereof at the 
base of the pole for a minimum height of three feet and a minimum 
diameter of two feet. Similarly, all monument style freestanding signs 
with a single base for support shall apply the same material elements. 
If concrete is used as a base material, the exterior shall be 
architecturally treated to include scoring or texture. 
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60.40.35.6. 

B. Projecting Signs, including Blade Signs. Projecting signs shall employ 
use of durable materials, including but not limited to, wrought iron and 
steel for support where attached to the wall of a building. Use of guy 
wires for sign support is prohibited. 

4. VVindow Sign. Display material on 1.vindows shall not cover more than 
ti.venty percent (20%) of the 1.vindow area of each window. 

5. Real Estate Signs. One (1) single or double faced wall or freestanding 
real estate sign as defined in Sections 60.4 0.20.4. and 60.40.15.7. shall 
be allowed for each property. The height and size requirements of 
Section 60.40.35.3. apply, including the exceptions for property i.vith more 
than 300 feet of lineal frontage. 

fr.7. Subdivision Signs at Entrances to Industrial Parks in Industrial Zones. 
Platted industrial land divisions may have a maximum of four (4) double
faced freestanding signs, at a maximum height of eight {~ feet, P-laced at 
prima[Y'. vehicle entrances, at one per entrance 1 for the purpose of 
identifying the subdivision-industrial Rarks. eight (8) feet high or less. The 
sign face shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet. A subdivision 
division sign shall be located at least 100 feet from any other permitted 
freestanding sign on the same lot. No sign may be located in a public 
right-of-way or in a vision clearance area SJ'.lecified in Chapter 2 of the City 
Engineering Design Manual. (ORD 3494) 

60.40.40. Residential Zones (R-1, R-2, R-4, R-5, R-7, R-10). In residential zones 
as identified in 20.05, the following signs are allowed: 

1. General Provisions. 

A Authorized Non-residential uses. One (1) indirectly lighted sign not 
to exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area per face shall be 
permitted for an authorized or conditional non-residential use not in 
conjunction with a home occupation. The one (1} sign may be a 
freestanding sign or a wall sign. If the sign is to be a freestanding 
sign, the maximum height of the sign shall not exceed eight (8) feet. 
(ORD 3374) (ORD 3494) 

B. Subdivisions Signs at Entrances to Land Divisions Subdivisions 
and Multi-Family Uses. One (1) single or double faced indirectly 
lighted sign not to exceed thirty-two (32) square feet per face shall 
be allowed at primary vehicle entrances of for each land Stffidivision 
or multi-family unit development. If the sign is to be freestanding, 
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60.40.40.1 

the maximum height of the sign shall not exceed eight (8) feet. 
(ORD 3374) (ORD 3494) 

C. Temporary Signs at Election Times. During a period not to exceed 
sixty (60) days prior to any special, primary or general election, any 
number of lm.vful, indirectly lighted signs not exceeding eight feet in 
height may be erected in residential zones; provided, hmvever, that, 

1. No signs shall be erected on public property or in the public 
right of way, and 

2. All signs erected pursuant to this subsection shall be 
removed no later than ten (10) days following the election. 
[ORD 34 94; March 1986] 

2. Real Estate Signs. 

A 
It. Real Estate Signs Single Family Dwellings. 'Nhen single family 

dv1ellings are for sale, the owner or the owner's authorized 
representative may erect the following signs: [ORD 3726; May 
4-9W} 

1. Two (2) double faced signs on the lot, not to exceed four 
square feet per face. [ORD 3726; May 1990] 

2. An unlimited number of portable signs off the property shall 
be allowed for advertising single family or condominium 
residential property being advertised for sale. Only one sign 
per tax lot shall be allowed for each property being 
advertised. These signs shall not exceed four (4) square 
feet per face. Off premise signs shall not be set out before 
sunrise and shall be removed at dusk. [ORD 3726; May 
4-900} 

B. Real Estate Signs Multi Family Developments. V'/hen multi family 
units are for rent, the owner or the owner's authorized 
representative may erect the following signs: 

1. Two (2) double faced signs on the lot not to exceed four (4) 
square feet per face. [ORD 3726; May 1990] [ORD 4071; 
November 1999] 

C. Real Estate Signs New Residential Subdivisions. Signs 
advertising subdivisions involving more than three (3) contiguous 
lots shall be limited to one (1) double faced sign of thirty two (32) 
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60.40.40.2. 

60.40.45. 

60.40.45. 

square feet per face, or two (2) thirty two (32) square foot single 
faced signs. Such signs shall be placed on the subdivision or the 
land in question leased by the subdivider. The sign(s) shall be 
removed at the end of the two (2) years or when ninety percent 
(90%) of the subdivision lots contain a completed structure, 
whichever occurs first. These signs may be externally illuminated. 
[ORD 3726; May 1990] 

D. Real Estate Signs New Multi family Developments. Signs 
advertising multi family developments of three (3) or more units 
shall be limited to one (1) double faced sign of thirty t\vo (32) 
square feet per face, or two (2) thirty two (32) square foot single 
faced signs. Such signs may not be placed earlier than the first 
issuance of a certificate of occupancy for a residential structure. 
The sign(s) shall be removed no later than 30 days after the 
issuance of the final certificate of occupancy for a residential 
structure, or one (1) year from the first issuance, whichever comes 
first. These signs may be externally illuminated . [ORD 3726; May 
WW} 

E. Real Estate Signs Vacant Land. VVithin any residential zone the 
owner of the subject property or the owner's authorized 
representative may erect one (1) sign on a vacant parcel of 
property not exceeding four (4) square feet in area per face. [ORD 
3726; May 1990] 

F. Any sign listed above shall be erected out of the public right of 'Nay 
and out of vision clearance areas. [ORD 3726; May 1990] 

Temporary Signs. Temporary signs may be erected and maintained in 
the City only in compliance with the regulations in this Code, and with the 
following specific provisions: 

1. The following provisions apply to all tempora[Y signs in all zones: 

A. Temporary signs shall not be illuminated. 

B. Temporary signs shall be constructed in a manner that prevents the 
sign from being blown from its location and allows for the easy removal 
of the sign. 
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60.40.45.1. 

C. Temporary signs shall not be attached to trees, shrubbery, utility poles 
or traffic control signs or devices. 

D. Temporary signs shall not be erected or maintained in a way which, by 
reason of their size, location or construction constitutes a hazard to the 
public. 

E. Temporary signs shall be located outside of the vision clearance area 
specified in Chapter 2 of the City Engineering Design Manual. 

F. Conditions of Temporary Use or Special Event approval shall govern 
the placement, type and duration of all temporary signs consistent with 
the approved signage plan. 

G. During a period not to exceed sixty (60) days prior to any special, 
primary or general election, any number of lawful, indirectly lighted 
temporary signs not exceeding six (6) feet in height may be erected in 
all zones; provided, however, that 

1. No signs shall be erected on public Rroperty or in the .public 
right-of-way, and 

2. All signs erected pursuant to this subsection shall be 
removed no later than five (5) days following the election. 

2. Temporary Signs in Residential zones (Private Property). In all 
Residential zoning districts, temRora!Y. signs are allowed under the 
following circumstances: 

A. If Property is for Sale or Rent. When properties or dwellings are for 
sale or rent, the owner or the owner's authorized representative may 
erect the following signs:, 

1. Two (2) double-faced signs on the lot, not to exceed four (4) 
square feet per face., 

2. Four (4) off-premise portable signs no greater than four (4) 
square feet per face that comply with placement standards 
of Section 60.40.45.4 if placed in public right-of-way and with 
property owner consent if placed on private property. These 
signs must be removed within 24 hours of placement. 

B. If Property has received Land Use approval for New Residential 
Subdivision. While property is under construction and has been 
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60.40.45.2 

approved for a land division that creates more than three (3) 
contiguous lots, the owner or the owner's authorized representative 
may erect the following signs: 

1. One (1) double-faced sign of thirty-two (32) square feet per 
face, or two (2) thirty-two (32) square foot single-faced 
signs placed at the primary vehicle entrance to the new 
residential subdivision. The sign(s) shall be removed at 
the end of the two (2) years or when ninety percent (90%) 
of the subdivision lots contain a completed structure, 
whichever occurs first. These signs may be externally 
illuminated. 

C. If Property has received Land Use approval for New Multi-family 
Development or Non-Residential Use. While property is pending site 
development or under construction for a new multi-family residential 
building or a non-residential use, the owner or the owner's authorized 
representative may erect the following signs: 

1. One (1) double-faced wall or freestanding sign of thirty-two 
(32) square feet per face, or two (2) thirty-two (32) square 
foot single-faced signs. Such signs may not be placed 
earlier than the first issuance of a certificate of occupancy 
for a residential structure. The sign(s) shall be removed no 
later than thirty (30) days after the issuance of the final 
certificate of oqcupancy for a residential structure, or one 
(1) year from the first issuance, whichever comes first. 
These signs may be externally illuminated. 

2. One (1) banner per building no more than thirty-two (32) 
square feet per face, from the date of issuing building 
permits to four (4) weeks after issuing a Certificate of 
Occupancy. Banners shall be affixed to exterior wall(s) of 
the building(s) so as to lie flat. 

If Property Contains Athletic Field Maintained by a Public or Private 
School or Public Park Agency. Temporary banners or temporary 
rigid signs located on a fence and oriented to face athletic fields 
and not adjoining streets are allowed in any zone. Each sign shall 
be no more than thirty-two (32) square feet in area. There shall be 
no more than thirty-two (32) square feet of area for any eight (8) 
linear feet of fence. The maximum height shall not exceed eight (8) 
feet above grade. 
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60.40.45. 

3. Temporary Signs in Commercial, Industrial or Multiple Use zones 
(Private Property). In any Commercial, Industrial or Multiple Use zoning 
district, the following temporary signs are allowed under the following 
circumstances: 

A. If Property Is for Sale or Rent. When properties or buildings are for 
sale or rent, the owner or the owner's authorized representative may 
erect the following signs: 

1. One (1) double-faced wall or freestanding sign of thirty-two 
(32) square feet per face, or two (2) thirty-two (32) square 
foot single-faced signs. The sign(s) shall be removed no 
later than thirty (30) days after sale, lease or occupancy of 
the property, or one (1) year from the first occupancy, 
whichever comes first. These signs shall not exceed eight 
(8) feet in height. For properties that have more than 300 
feet of frontage along a street, an additional sign, subject to 
the same size and height limits, may be placed on site for 
the same period. 

B. If a New Business occupies a Building or when a Building Permit has 
been issued by the City for Tenant Improvements. While improvements 
to a building are under construction, the building owner or authorized 
representative may erect: 

1. One (1) banner per business, either from the date of 
issuing building permits to four (4) weeks after issuing a 
Certificate of Occupancy; or, if no building permit is issued, 
four (4) weeks from occupancy of the new business. 
Banners shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in size 
and shall be affixed to exterior wall(s) of the building(s) so 
as to lie flat. 

C. If Property has received Land Use approval for New Development or 
Redevelopment. While property is pending site development or under 
construction, the owner or the owner's authorized representative may 
erect the following signs: 

1. One (1) double-faced wall or freestanding sign of thirty-two 
(32) square feet per face, or two (2) thirty-two (32) square 
foot, single-faced signs. The sign(s) shall be removed no 
later than thirty (30) days after the issuance of the final 
certificate of occupancy. These signs may be externally 
illuminated. 
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60.40.45. 

2. In addition to the above, the Planning Director may 
authorize additional temporary signs as determined 
necessary for traffic control and safety when approved 
through a Temporary Use Rermit. 

4. Temporary Portable Signs in Public Right-of-Way. Signs on the 
ground within the public right-of-way, shall be permitted in accordance 
with the following standards: 

A. Placement Standards: 
1. Temporary signs shall be placed in accordance with the 

Portable Sign in Right-of-Way Graphic. For signs placed 
within the right-of-way with an adjacent sidewalk, the sign 
shall not be placed within six (6) inches of the face of the 
curb and shall provide a clearance width of at least four (4) 
feet on the sidewalk to ensure safe pedestrian passage. 
For signs placed in the right-of-way without an adjacent 
sidewalk, the sign shall be located outside of any street 
pavement and shall not be located closer than four (4) feet 
from the travel lane, turning lane, shoulder, parking lane or 
bicycle lane. 

2. Temporary signs shall not be placed in parking spaces, 
pedestrian pathways, bicycle paths, street corners, transit 
stop areas, ADA accessible curb ramps, ADA accessible 
parking spaces, at building exits or fire escapes, or any 
portion of the street (automobile and bicycle travel lanes, 
shoulder, medians, traffic islands, and parking areas). 
Temporary signs also shall not be placed in a way that 
impedes or hinders the vision of drivers or bicyclists. Any 
temporary sign shall be located entirely outside of the area 
of a right-of-way corner that is between the curb and the 
lines created by extending the property line to the curb 
face. Signs placed within the right-of-way shall not 
obstruct traffic control signs or devices .. 

3. In addition to the above, temporary portable signs shall be 
placed within twenty (20) feet of an overhead existing light 
source that provides at least one foot-candle of 
illumination at the location where sign(s) are placed . 

B. Number of Portable Signs allowed in Public Right-of-way: 
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1. In all Residential zones, temporary signs require a Special 
Event or Temporary Use approval. Portable off-site signs 
placed when properties are for sale are limited to the 
number and duration stated in Section 60.40.45. of this 
Code. 

2. In all Commercial, Industrial and Multiple Use zon~s except 
for RC-OT, RC-TO and RC-E, only one (1) temporary 
portable sign is allowed for every one hundred (100) linear 
feet of property frontage along a street. 

3. In all Downtown Regional Center zones, including RC-OT, 
RC-TO and RC-E, the number of signs on the ground 
within the right-of-way is limited to the number of operating 
and accessible public entrances that face the right-of-way 
where the sign is located. Multiple doors at one (1) 
entrance are allowed one (1) sign. Multiple individuals or 
entities which share the same public entrance are allowed 
one (1) sign. 

C. MateriaL Design and Size Standards: 
1. The sign shall be a T-frame or A-frame structure that is 

composed of wood, plastic or metal. 
2. The sign width shall not exceed twenty-eight (28) 

inches. 
3. The sign depth shall not exceed two (2) feet. 
4. The sign height shall not exceed three (3) feet. 
5. The display area shall not exceed twelve (12) square 

feet, and the sign face shall not exceed six (6) square 
feet. 

D. Duration of Placement in Public Right-of-way. 
1. Portable signs in residential zones may be displayed on 

Saturday and Sundays, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m. and from 6:00 a.m. to 1 :00 p.m. on 
Tuesdays. Portable signs shall be removed at the end 
of each day. 

2. Portable signs in non-residential zones may be displayed 
all days of the week within the right-of-way between the 
hours of six 6:00 a.m. and 12:00 a.m., and shall be 
removed at the end of each day. 
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E. Temporary banners which extend over a roadway or are attached to 
utility or streetlight poles shall be permitted in the right-of-way upon 
issuance of a Special Event permit under the Municipal Code. 

60.40.50. Electronic Message Centers (EMCs). Electronic Message Centers ma~ 
be erected and maintained only in compliance with the regulations in this 
Code. 

1. The following provisions shall apply to all Electronic Message Centers 
where allowed: 

A. EMCs shall only be placed along streets that are classified as 
Arterials according to the Functional Classification Plan of the 
Beaverton Comprehensive Plan (Figure 6.4, Chapter 6). 

B. EMCs are allowed only as a component to freestanding signs and 
shall not exceed fifty percent (50%) of the maximum sign face area 
for any one (1) sign as identified by the numeric standard of the 
zone. 

C. EMCs shall remain in a static display where the frame effect does 
not appear to flash, dissolve, fade, scroll, travel, contain animation, 
portray blinking or chasing lights or otherwise create continuously 
changing images. The rate of change from one (1) frame to 
another, shall be no more frequent than every eight (8) seconds 
and the actual frame change shall be accomplished in a transition 
period of two (2) seconds or less. Terms applied in this regulation 
are further defined in Electronic Message Center Technical 
Definitions, Chapter 90. 

D. EMCs shall not operate at illumination levels of more than 0.3 foot 
candles above ambient light, as measured using a foot-candle 
meter at a pre-set distance. The pre-set distances to measure the 
foot-candles are calculated using the following table: 

Sign Area Versus Measurement Distance 
Area of Sign Distance 

Less than or equal to 10 square feet 32 feet 
11 to 15 square feef 39 feet 
16 to 20 square feet 45 feet 
21 to 25 square fee 50 feet 
26 to 30 square fee 55 feet 

Greater than 30 square feet 60 feet 

All measurements shall be taken facing the sign structure with the 
light meter pointed at the sign. The measurement distance can be 
rounded to the nearest whole number. 
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60.40.50.1. 

E. All permittea EMCs shall be equippea with a sensor or other device 
that automatically determines the ambient illumination and shall be 
either programmed to automatically dim according to ambient light 
conditions, or manually adjusted to comply with subsection (D) 
above. 

F. Applications for EMCs shall include a statement by a licensed 
engineer certifying that the lighting will comply with the lighting 
standards of this Code. Along any property line where the abutting, 
use is residential, the maximum permitted illumination from EMC is 
0.5 foot-candles, or 0.3 foot-candles above ambient light as 
measured pursuant to the table in (D} of this section, whichever is 
less. 

2. Allowed Locations for EMCs. EMCs are allowed in all Commercial, 
Industrial, Residential and Multiple Use zones under the following 
circumstances and standards: 

A. In residential zones (R-1, R-2, R-4, R-5, R-7 and R-10) EMCs must 
comply with the following standards: 

1. The property where the EMC is located must be at least ten (10) 
acres in size and developed for a non-residential use. This 
standard applies to the combined area of multiple abutting 
properties under the same ownership and for the same use if the 
combined area is at least ten (10) acres in size. 

2. No more than one EMC is allowed per property as a component 
of a freestanding sign, subject to the sign height and size 
standards of the zone for freestanding signs. 

3. The EMC sign shall be located at a minimum distance of sixty 
(60) feet from any abutting property line where the abutting use 
is residential. 

B. In commercial and industrial zones (NS, CS, GC, CC, 01, 01-NC and 
IND) EMCs must comply with the following standards: 

1. The property where the EMC is located must be at least three 
(3) acres in size and developed for a non-residential use. This 
standard applies to the combined area of multiple abutting or 
adjacent properties under the same ownership. 
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60.40.50.B. 

2. No more than one (1) EMC is allowed as a component of a free
standing sign, subject to the sign height and size standards of 
the zone. 

3. EMCs shall not be allowed as a component of a nonconforming 
sign unless the sign is brought into compliance with the 
standards of this Code. 

C. In multiple use zones (SC-S, SC-HOR, SC-E, SC-MU, TC-HOR, TC
MU, RC-OT, RC-E, RC-TO, C-WS and 01-WS) EMCs must comply 
with the following standards: 

1. The property where the EMC is located must be at least three 
(3) acres in size and developed for a non-residential use. This 
standard applies to the combined area of multiple abutting or 
adjacent properties under the same ownership. 

2. No more than one EMC is allowed as a component of a free
standing sign, subject to the sign height and size standards of 
the zone. 

3. EMCs shall not be allowed as a component of a nonconforming 
sign unless the sign is brought into compliance with the 
standards of this Code. 

60.40.4655. Nonconforming and Illegal Signs. 

1. Conformance. All signs, whether erected in conformance with prior sign 
regulations or pursuant to a variance, shall conform with this ordinance 
within the period of time prescribed herein . 

2. Time for Conformance. 

A. Except as required under Section 60.40.45.2.C., all signs shall be 
brought into conformance with these requirements •.vithin the 
following time frame: 

Time Erected Prior to Conformance Deadline 
Effective Date of Ordinance from Date of Ordinance 

Phase I Ten or more years 5 years 
Phase II Five to ten years 7 years 
Phase Ill 0 to five years 10 years 
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60.40.55. 

B. In determining date of erection, the original sign permit date shall 
be used . Legal signs erected prior to permit processes of previous 
ordinances shall be considered more than ten (10) years old and 
shall be brought into conformance •.vithin Phase I. 

C. VVhen development takes place as described in Section 
40.20.15.3.A. of this ordinance, all signs on the site shall be 
brought into conformance with this ordinance. 

D. The Director shall notify each owner of a nonconforming sign of the 
conformance deadline within one (1) year of such deadline, as a 
public service. Failure to be notified of the deadline shall not 
relieve the owner of responsibility to conform with this ordinance 
within the time period herein . 

E. Properties annexed to the City after May 9, 1984 shall follow the 
same conformance schedule as established in subsection A 
above; the time for conformance shall be measured from the 
effective date of annexation rather than May 9, 1984. [ORD 4111; 
July 2000] 

3. Extension for Conformance. 

60.40.50. 

A The Director through Section 4 0.25. (Director's Interpretation) may 
authorize an extension of no more than one (1) year where it can 
be shown that special and unusual circumstances related to a 
specific piece of property make application of the conformance 
schedule an undue hardship. This hardship shall not result from 
the actions of the applicant and shall not merely constitute 
pecuniary hardship or inconvenience. [ORD 4332; January 2005] 

B. The Director through Section 40.25. (Director's Interpretation) may 
authorize an exemption from the conformance schedule when it 
can be shown that the sign is within ten percent (10%) of the 
combined required size and height limitations of this ordinance. 
[ORD 3374; July 1984] [ORD 4332; January 2005] 

Administration, Enforcement. In addition to the general enforcement 
provision of Section 10.70., the following enforcement provisions apply to 
signs: 

1. Signs in violation of this ordinance are a Class 1 Civil Infraction and may 
be processed pursuant to City's civil infraction procedure. 
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60.40.55. 

2. Signs in violation of this ordinance are a nuisance and may be abated 
pursuant to the City's nuisance abatement procedures contained in 
Ordinance No. 1218, as amended. 

3. The remedies used above are cumulative and do not preclude 
enforcement of the ordinance through the courts including injunctive relief. 

[ORD 3227; December 1981] 

1. The City may require, as a condition of a sign permit or as a condition ofi 
any development approval on property that is the site of a preexisting 
nonconforming sign, that the nonconforming sign(s) be removed, 
reconstructed, or replaced. 

2. Any sign installed or placed in the public right-of-way or on City-owned 
real property, except in conformance with the requirements of this Code, is 
hereby declared to be a publjc nuisance and may be removed by the 
Director as follows:; 

A. Immediate confiscation without Rrior notice to the owner of the sign. 

B. The city shall store any sign that has been confiscated for a period 
of thirty (30) calendar days from the time the person resJ:!onsible for 
the sign is notified as provided in subsection C below., 

C. If a sign includes the telephone number or address of the sign 
owner of the sign or of the person or business that is the subject of 
the sign text, the City shall contact the person or business by 
teleRhone or b~ mail and advise that the Ci!Y, believes that: 

1. The sign was found in the RUblic rig.ht-of-way or City-owned 
property; 

2. No permit was issued for the placement of the sign, and the 
sign is not lawfully P.ermitted to be in such location; 

3. The communication shall advise the person or business that 
the City has confiscated the sign and will destroy the sign 
after thirty (30) calendar days from the date of notification, 
unless the sign is claimed and any citation fees are paid in 
full. 

If the telephone number and mailing address of the sign 
owner or other appropriate party for notification are 
unknown, the City shall retain the sign for a period of 
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***** 

Chapter 90 

fourteen (14) calendar days to permit the sign owner or 
appropriate party to notice that the sign has been removed 
and attempt to recover the sign from the City. 

.[Definitions related to signs in Chapter 90 of the Development Code listed below] 

**********************Amendments to Chapter 90 Definitions ***************** 

~-Frame Sign. A double-faced temporary sign composed of two (2) sign boards 
attached at the top and separate at the bottom, not permanently attached to the ground. 

Advertising Bench. A bench or similar device containing either off premise or on 
premise advertising. 

Advertising Structure (Billboard). A notice or advertisement, pictorial or otherwise, 
and a structure used, or for the support of, the purposes of making anything known 
about goods, services, or activities not on the same lots as the said advertising 
structure. 

Alter. As the term is applied to signs, a change to a sign or sign structure, including, 
but not limited to, changes in area, height, projection, illumination, shape, materials, 
placement and location on a site. Ordinary maintenance, repair, or repainting an 
existing sign surface, including changes of message or image, are not alterations within 
th is definition. 

Awning. [ORD 4005, January 1998] A roof-like structure of fabric stretched over a 
rigid frame projecting from the elevation of a building designed to provide continuous 
overhead weather protection. 

Awning Sign. A sign attached to or incorporated into an awning. 

Balloon Sign. A-sign consisting of a membrane that relies on internal gaseous 
pressure or a semi-rigid framework for maintaining its form. 

Banners. A banner advertising a ne'N business or a change in ownership of a 
business. 

Banner. A sign made of fabric or other non-rigid material with no enclosing framework. 

Bench Sign. A sign on an outdoor bench. 

Billboard. See "Advertising Structure". A single, double or multi-face sign where the 
surface area of any face exceeds 120 square feet. 
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Blade Sign. A sign which hangs from the face of a building that is supported by an 
extended arm from the building wall. 

Cabinet Style Sign. A sign structure typically rectangular in shape that has a metal 
body and a polycarbonate face that does not include Electronic Message Center 
components. 

Canopy Sign. A sign attached to or incorporated into a canopy. 

Changeable Copy Sign. A sign which contains numbers, letters or symbols capable 
of being changed. 

Construction Project Sign. A sign erected in conjunction with construction projects 
and used to inform the public of the architects, engineers and construction organizations 
participating in the project and indicating "future home of' information. 

District, Neighborhood or Major Public Facility Signs. Signs in the public right of 
way used to direct the public and identify major public facilities, such as city hall and 
regional parks. 

Double Face Sign. See "Faces". 

Electronic Message Center (EMC). A sign that displays words, symbols, figures or 
images that can be electronically or mechanically changed by remote or automatic 
means. 

Electronic Message Center Technical Definitions. For the purpose of regulating the 
function and technical capabilities of EMCs, the following words shall apply. 

Animation - the usage of multiple frames running at a fast enough speed that the 
human eye perceives the content to be in continuous movement. 

Dissolve - a mode of message transition on an EMC accomplished by varying the 
light intensity or pattern, where the first message gradually appears to dissipate and 
lose legibility simultaneously with the gradual appearance and legibility of the 
second message. 

Fade - a mode of message transition on an EMC accomplished by varying the light 
intensity, where the first message gradually reduces intensity to the point of not 
being legible and the subsequent message gradually increases intensity to the point 
of legibility. 

Flash - an intermittent or flashing light source where the identical EMC message is 
constantly repeated at extremely rapid intervals. 

Frame - a complete, static display screen on an EMC. 
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Frame Effect - a visual effect on an EMC applied to a single frame to attract the 
attention of viewers. 

Scroll - a mode of message transition on an EMC where the message appears to 
move vertically across the display surface. 

Static Display- a display that includes only messages that do not move or appear 
to move. 

Transition - a visual effect used on an EMC to change from one message to 
another including but not limited to images that coalesce, interleave and interlace. 

Travel - a mode of message transition on an EMC where the message appears to 
move horizontally across the display surface. 

Faces. 

A. Single-Face Sign. A single-face sign is one with advertising words, 
symbols, figures or images on only one (1) surface of the sign. 

B. Double-Face Sign. A double-face sign is one with advertising words, 
symbols, figures or images on two (2) surfaces or planes back-to-back. 
[ORD 4071; October 1999] 

C. Multi-Face Sign. A multi-face sign is one with more than one (1) section 
or module. 

Feather Sign. A sign typically made of cloth, canvas, plastic, or any flexible material 
designed to move freely that is supported by a horizontal or vertical pole of various 
lengths. This type of sign may also be called a bow sign or teardrop sign. 

Fence Sign. A sign attached to or painted on a fence. 

Flag. A rectangular piece of fabric of distinctive design that is generally displayed 
hanging free from a staff halyard or building to which it is attached. A flag is often used 
to display the symbol of the United States, a nation, state, or local government. 

Flashing Sign. A sign any part of which flashes, except time and temperature signs. A 
sign which contains an intermittent or flashing light source, or which includes the illusion 
of intermittent or flashing light by means of animation, or an externally mounted 
intermittent light source. 

Freestanding Sign. A sign supported by one or more uprights, poles or braces placed 
in or upon the ground, or a sign supported by any structure primarily for the display and 
support of the sign. 

Garage Sale Sign. A sign advertising garage sales or similar events. 
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Gas Station Price Signs. /\ changeable copy sign advertising gasoline price signs. 

Height of Sign. The height of a sign measured from the finished ground level, 
excluding mounds, berms, etc., to the top of the sign or the highest portion of the sign 
structure or frame, whichever is greater. 

Illuminated Sign. A sign illuminated by an internal light source or by an external light 
source intended to illuminate the sign. The illumination is "external" when the ligM 
source is separate from the sign surface and shines upon the sign and "internal" when 
the light source is contained within the sign. External illumination is "direct" when the 
source of light is directly seen by the public, as with floodlights, and "indirect" when the 
source of light is not directly seen by the public, as with cove lighting. Signs where the 
text or image is composed of dot matrix or LEDs are not included in this definition. 

LED (Light Emitting Diode). A semiconductor diode that converts applied voltage to 
light and is used in digital displays. 

Multi-Face Sign . See "Faces." 

Name Plate. /\ sign identifying the name, street address, occupation and/or 
profession of the occupant of the premises. A permanent wall sign located on the 
facade of a residential structure associated with a home occupation. 

Neighborhood Sign. See "District, Neighborhood or Major Public Facility Sign. 

Non Commercial Banners or Flags Installed In or Over the Public Right of way. 
Graphic devices designed to enhance the aesthetic appearance of a street or area and 
containing no advertising copy. 

Non Commercial Flags. Graphic devices designed to enhance the aesthetic 
appearance of a street or area and containing no advertising copy. 

Non Commercial Sign. Any notice, pictorial or otherwise, except those used for the 
purpose of making things known about goods, services or activities offered by "for 
profit" entities. 

Obstructing Sign. A sign or sign structure situated so that any portion of -it'.s-their 
surfaces or supports will interfere in any way with the free use of aRy a fire escape, exit, 
standpipe or t-Re-exterior of any windows. /\Isa, any sign projecting more than twelve 
(12) inches from an exterior wall, except projecting signs [ORD 4139; January 2001] 

Pennant. A sign device made from a striR of flexible material intended to wave in the 
wind. 
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Pole sign. A freestanding sign connected to the ground by one or more supports, with 
the lower edge of the sign separated vertically from the ground. 

Portable Sign. A temporary sign placed in one (1) location that is not permanently 
connected to the ground or a structure, or carried or moved during display. 

Portable Sign in Public Right-of-way Graphic. For the purpose of clarifying 
permissible locations of portable signs placed within P,ublic right-of-way, consistent with 
standards, the following graphic is provided. 

Property with Sidewalks 

CURBLINE 

SIDEWALK EDGE/ 
PROPERTY LINE 

Properly without Sidewalks 

0 No Signs Allowed --=CU=RBL=IN""-E ---..,,,..;--_~ 

0 6 Inches, minimum I 
0 4 feet, minimum 

NO SIDEWALK 

"' 
~ 
0 
;;; 
0 
z 

0 No Signs Allowed 

0 4 feet. minimum 

Private Real Estate Transactions. A sign placed by persons not employing a real 
estate broker, agent, or salesperson to sell or rent structures or real property. 

Primary Building Wall. For the purpose of calculating the maximum sign area, the 
primary building wall is the length of a single building wall positioned to face the 
frontage of a street. For buildings located along two or more streets, the primary 
building wall is the longest street-facing building fa9ade. For curvilinear and varied 
building walls, the following graphic is provided as a guide for applying the definition: 

Primary Building Wall · ~ Primary Building Won 

p Z Z Z ZI 

STREET 

li'"ZZZI 
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Public Safety and Convenience. A sign used to serve the public safety or 
convenience, such as "entrance", "parking", "no smoking", "turn off motor" signs. 

Public Sign. A sign erected, constructed, or placed within the public right-of-way or on 
public property, by or with the approval of the governmental agency having authority 
over, control of, or ownership of the right-of-way or public property .. 

Real Estate Sign. A sign for the purpose of rent, lease, sale, etc. of real property, 
building opportunities, or building space, except in "Private Real Estate Transactions". 

Roof Sign. A prohibited sign that is erected, maintained and displayed above the top of 
an exterior wall. [ORD 4139; January 2001] 

Rotating or Revolving Sign. A sign all or a portion of 1.vhich moves in some manner. 

Rotating Sign. A sign structure wherein any physical part turns about on an axis and 
rotates or revolves. 

Scoreboard Sign. [ORD 4389; April 2006] A sign located on a scoreboard that is 
accessory to an athletic field used to record or tally scores at athletic or sporting events. 

Sign. Any lettered or pictorial device designed to inform or attract attention. 

Sign Associated with Drive-up Window Facility. A sign placed along the approach to 
a drive-up window facility that may include communication devices. 

Single Face Sign. See "Faces." 

Special Event. [ORD 4224; September 2002] An activity sponsored by a non profit 
organization or public agency lasting 14 consecutive calendar days or less and includes 
but is not limited to such activities as school carnivals, spaghetti dinners, concerts, 
bazaars, and neighborhood fairs. 

Special Event Sign. A sign advertising or pertaining to any special event as defined by 
this Code taking place within the City. [ORD 4224; Au.gu~t 2002] 

Temporary sign. A sign that is temporarily displayed, including but not limited to a 
banner, portable sign, and lawn sign. 

Temporary Use Sign. Signs for Temporary Uses as allmved by Section 40.80. 
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Time and Temperature Sign. A freestanding or wall sign providing the time and 
temperature. 

Unlawful Sign. A sign that does not conform to the provisions of this Code and is not 
nonconforming. 

Utility Sign. A sign within a public right-of-way or utility easement that is constructed or 
placed by a public utility on or adjacent to a pole, pipe, or distribution facility of the utility. 

Vehicle Sign. Any sign permanently or temporarily attached to or placed on a vehicle 
or trailer such that the sign is primarily stationary, with words, symbols, figures or 
images. 

Video Sign. An EMC or a sign that uses different technology from an EMC that 
changes the sign message or background through apparent motion or pictorial imagery. 
A Video Sign may or may not include text. It may depict action or include a special 
effect that portrays motion through the display of pictorials or graphics in a progression 
of frames, including but not limited to the illusion of moving objects, moving patterns or 
bands of light, or expanding or contracting shapes, not including electronic changeable 
copy signs. Video display signs include projected images or messages with these 
characteristics onto buildings or other objects. 

Wall Sign. A sign attached to, erected against or painted on an exterior wall of a 
building. [ORD 4139; January 2001] 

Window Sign. A sign not exceeding hventy percent (20%) of interior 1.vindmv area per 
i.vindow. A sign permanently or temporarily attached to or placed within three (3) feet of 
a window to a building or structure in any manner so that the sign is used primarily as a 
stationary identification. Window signs include words, symbols, figures or images. 
Window signs include paint applied to the window area and adhesive vinyl film that is 
perforated to allow visibility through the window. 
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